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European Enamel Authority e.V. 
 

History – Future 

 
by Dipl.-Ing. Werner Weisenhaus, EEA – Technical Committee 

 

History: 

 

As early as 1952 the European Union for Coal and Steel ( Montanunion ) was 

founded which was the first forerunner of the EU. It developed into the European 

Economic Community ( EEC / 1957 ) and the European Community ( EC / 1967 ).  

Especially after the political landslide at the end of the 1980s with the fall of the “Iron 

Curtain” it became obvious that Europe’s future lay in increasing cooperation and 

integration – consequently the EC became finally the European Union ( EU / 1992, 

Maastricht treaty ). 

 

This trend was not lost on the vitreous enamel industry and first ideas about a 

merged European Vitreous Enamel Association were contemplated. 

 

During the International Vitreous Enameller’s Congress in Prague in 1989 the 

chairman of the DEZ ( the German Enameller’s Association ) invited all other 

European national associations to discuss the issue. 

This proposal met with a lot of interest and it was decided then to meet for further 

consultations in the spring of 1990 at the premises of Messrs. ALLIANCE in Genk / 

Belgium. On this occasion the name EEA ( European Enamel Authority ) was created 

as well as the still current emblem. 

 

The enthusiasm for an amalgamated European enameller’s association dwindled 

considerably over the following years – most probably because the smaller national 

associations dreaded a loss of independance.  

Anyway, as a result of this attitude the idea of a European Association was not 

followed up during the next few years. 
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In 1992 the technical committee of the DEZ published a handbook titled „Qualitätsan-

forderungen und Prüfvorschriften für Emaillierungen“ ( quality standards and testing 

methods for vitreous enamel ) supplemented by an English version in 1994. 

This handbook was scheduled to be checked and reedited every three or four years 

in order to reflect the actual state of the art concerning standards, testing methods 

and requirements. 

 

The Belgium and Netherlands association ( Stichting Email ) had published a quality 

handbook as well and during the reedition of both the idea to merge their efforts into 

a European quality handbook came up. At this point the concept of the European 

Enameller’s Association was remembered and the EEA’s name and emblem were 

reanimated. 

 

The European handbook was launched in Paris in 1998 during the International 

Enameller’s Congress and triggered discussions with other national associations. 

 

 

Organisation and aims of the European Enamel Authority e.V. 

 

Initiated by the national enameller’s associations of Austria, Belgium, Germany, 

Great Britain and the Netherlands the European Enamel Authority e.V. (EEA) was 

founded in the spring of 2002. Since then the Czech and Slovakian association joined 

as well.  

 

The EEA is legally registered in Germany as a professional association representing 

this segment of the industry ( Berufsverband in Form eines eingetragenen Vereins ). 
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The EEA’s organizational structure is as follows: 

 

• Executive Committee (EC) 

( consisting of the national associations’ chairmen ) 

• Technical Committee (TC) 

( one expert from each of the national associations ) 

• Legal seat and office 

at the moment with the DEV ( the German national association ) 

 

For the time being, the EEA’s main task is the editing and publishing of the a.m. 

quality handbook and in this context the coordination of the different national 

association’s requirements, standards and test methods. 

With a view to the constantly changing state of the art the handbook is updated every 

three to four years– at the moment the third edition is current but the fourth will be 

launched within this year. 
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The layout of the quality handbook 
 

The quality handbook consists of nine chapters: 

 

1. Homologation procedure for the EEA-certificate and quality lable 
After a company applied for the certificate, an audit will be held on site to 

determine whether the quality handbook’s requirements are met. The auditor’s 

report is submitted to the TC and only if there are no objections the company 

is certified and receives proper documentation about this and a vitreous 

enameled sign. 

2. Definitions 

3. General quality requirements for vitreous enameled goods 
4. Test methods for vitreous enameled goods with an EEA quality lable 

These are test methods which have been defined in national and international 

standards such as ISO- and CEN-standards. Currently the quality handbook 

contains 49 different test methods. 

5. Abbreviations 

6. General properties of vitreous enameled goods 

7. Range of application 

This chapter is the core of the handbook. In it’s third edition there are 27 

product categories listed, each with their specific requirements which have to 

be met in order to obtain the quality lable. As an example one might look at 

item 7.1, quality requirements for vitreous enameled ranges. 

8. EEA-specifications 

These are test methods which so far have not been defined in national or 

international standards. In the current third edition there are 40 specifications  

( including vitreous enamel faults ). 

9. Sponsoring 
At the moment there are 23 companies listed as sponsors in the quality 

handbook. 
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Aims of the European Enamel Authority e.V. 

 

The foundation of the EEA is a definite success for European cooperation in general 

but especially for principals and customers. Products decorated with the EEA quality 

lable have a uniform and independantly controlled level of quality.  

The quality requirements defined in the EEA-handbook oblige the producers to do 

their very best to protect the consumer against inferior quality. As the customers 

expect solid quality from their goods a product with the EEA quality lable provides 

additional reassurance. 

 
The EEA Quality Requirements define the necessary properties for the enamel layer 

of a given product. An example will illustrate the basic EEA-idea: 

The EEA label on a washing machine with vitreous enameled body panels does not 

say anything about it’s washing performance but it guarantees that the vitreous 

enamel layer will fulfill all requirements concerning colour fastness, scratch 

resistance, bonding and chemical resistance, especially against washing solutions. 

Therefore it is important to stress the fact that the quality lable refers just to the 

vitreous enamel layer. 

For many products to have a well applied vitreous enamel layer is an essential 

condition for their proper performance.  

 

The aims of the European Enamel Authority e.V. can be summarized as follows: 

 

- The main focus is on the quality handbook which is updated every three or 

four years. 

- Uplifting the image of vitreous enameled products in the eyes of the general 

public through guaranteed quality. 

- Homologation of vitreous enameling companies who meet the requirements of 

the quality handbook thus providing guaranteed quality conc. the enameling 

for clients and consumers. 

- Definition of quality parameters for order placement by the principals. 
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- Cooperation of the EEA with vitreous enamellers, steel works and other 

suppliers with the aim to guarantee and increase the quality of vitreous 

enameled goods. 

 

 

Companies that have been homologated so far: 

 
The companies are listed in alphabetical order. The year given in brackets denotes 

when they were first homologated and decorated with the EEA quality lable: 

 

• Bergheimer EmaillierwerkGmbH & Co. KG (2011), 

• Ferro Techniek B.V. (2010), 

• GLS Tanks International GmbH (2005), 

• Omeras GmbH (2008), 

• PolyVision N.V. (2004), 

• Riess Kelomat GmbH (2008), 

• Stiebel Eltron GmbH & Co. KG (2009), 

• Tatramat (2009). 

 

 

 
Future 
 
The number of companies that have been certified so far is not satisfactory. Even 

less satisfactory is the readiness of the existing national European enameller’s 

associations to join the EEA and to spread the idea of guaranteed quality according 

to EEA standards among their members. 

The EEA hopes that the idea of guaranteed quality will gain more worldwide support 

in the future. 

 

 


